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Odours in general: 
 
Many new products have their own characteristic smell. Everyone notices these smells, for 
example with the interior of a new car, new textiles, vinyl wallpaper, new carpets and also 
new furniture. 
Smell is a subjective sensory perception and is perceived and judged differently by different 
people, depending on the odour-forming substance in even the smallest concentrations. Sub-
jective classification of the smell is not only based on the nature and strength of the odour 
but is also influenced in particular by physiological and emotional components.  
For example, while food smells pleasant to a hungry person, that same person can feel aver-
sion to food smells after eating or when full. However, unknown odours can produce a subjec-
tively negative response, even if the odour is in itself not negative but fruity, for example. 
Likewise, many people find unusual odour combinations of food unpleasant. 
 
 
The smell of new furniture: 
 
New furniture generally gives off a typical smell. The new-furniture smell is produced by the 
release of various volatile substances from the materials used at extremely low concentra-
tions. Almost all of these materials form part of the odour. 
 
The new-furniture smell can be influenced by the following substances: 
• Substrate materials made of wood and wooden materials 
• Glues and adhesives 
• Foils 
• Coatings 
• Upholstery fabric 
• Soft plastics 
 
The following components generally do not contribute generally to the new-furniture smell: 
• Glass 
• Rigid plastics 
• Metals 
 
The typical new-furniture smell is an inevitable property due to the materials selected. Using 
suitable, controlled products and working under defined production processes minimises the 
odour. However, it is technically unavoidable that even the smallest residual quantities of vol-
atile substances will escape from furniture over a certain period of time, and the smell is not 
indicative either of hazardous substances or of unreasonably high substance concentrations. 
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Eliminating the new-furniture smell: 
 
Because the odour-forming substances are not usually reproduced and are present in the fur-
niture only in extremely low concentrations, the initial new-furniture smell subsides by itself 
and is no longer noticeable after a while. By ventilating living spaces well, it is possible to help 
the new-furniture smell fade considerably more quickly. It is important to leave cupboard 
doors, drawers, etc., wide open to be able to ventilate the insides of cabinets and to avoid the 
odour-forming substances from being retained. If this is not taken into account, it is to be ex-
pected that odours will last longer inside the cabinets. Increased temperature and air move-
ment promote the transition of the odour-forming substances and thus accelerate the fading 
of the new-furniture smell. 
 
 
Proper ventilation: 
 
In the past, little attention was paid to the air tightness of buildings. There was a high level of 
air exchange (gap ventilation) in homes on account of deficient seals on windows, doors, roofs 
and roller shutter housings, even without actively opening windows and doors. Later, atten-
tion was increasingly paid to leaky points and buildings were (rightly and sensibly) built to be 
more air-tight. The result is lower energy costs, but it is then unavoidable to have to actively 
and regularly ventilate buildings to improve the indoor climate and to avoid damage (e.g. 
mould).  
The best form of window ventilation is rush airing or cross-ventilation! This reduces energy 
losses and cooling of the components and air is exchanged within an extremely short time. In 
general, regular rush airing (with a window fully open for 4 - 10 minutes, several times a day) 
or cross-ventilation ("through draught", all windows open for 2 - 4 minutes, several times a 
day) is recommended. A completely automatic side-effect of this is rapid evaporation of the 
odour-forming substances from the new furniture, preventing the irritating build-up effects. 
With passive houses, the ventilation is controlled by the built-in ventilation system. The rooms 
are constantly ventilated by exchanging air with other rooms and by feeding in fresh air, and 
the heat from the exhaust air is used in heat exchangers to heat the incoming air. With a new-
furniture smell, it may be necessary to increase ventilation rates, where appropriate, with 
temporary rush airing/cross ventilation. 
 
 
New-furniture smell and allergies: 
 
An allergy is defined as hypersensitivity of the immune system following earlier sensitisation 
to certain – normally harmless – environmental substances (allergens), which manifests itself 
in typical symptoms triggered by inflammatory processes. Although many allergens are 
known, an allergy is an individual characteristic.  
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Should an allergy sufferer have concerns about possible allergic reactions resulting from the 
new-furniture smell, it is advisable to first leave a fresh sample in the vicinity of the allergy 
sufferer for several days, e.g. close to the bed, before buying, to be able to exclude the possi-
bility of allergic reactions resulting from the new furniture smell. 
 
Note: 
This information is for advice and is based on the best knowledge available and careful re-
search in line with current state of the art practice. This information cannot be held as legally 
binding. We also refer you to our terms and conditions of business. 
The Material Safety Data Sheet according to the regulation (EC) No. 1907/2006 is available. 
 


